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Article XI 

The present treaty shall be ratified and the ratifications exchanged 
as soon as possible. 

The treaty shall come into force ten days after the exchange of ratifica- 
tions, and shall remain in force for ten years from that date; but, if, 
twelve months before the expiration of this period, neither of the high 
contracting parties shall have declared its intention to abrogate this 
treaty, the same shall be in force for another year and so on until a year 
after said official declaration should be made. 

In witness whereof the respective plenipotentiaries have signed the 
present treaty, affixing their respective seals thereto. 

Done in two originals, in German and in Spanish, in the City of La Paz 
on the 22nd day of July, 1908. 

(L. S.) von Haxthatjsen. 
(L. S.) Claudio Pinilla. 



CONSULAR CONVENTION BETWEEN THE NETHERLANDS AND CHINA RELA- 



Signed at Peking, May 8, 1911; ratifications exchanged July 28, 1911 

Her Majesty the Queen of the Netherlands and His Majesty the 
Emperor of China, believing that, independent of the treaty of com- 
merce and navigation between the Netherlands and China, it is desirable 
that a special convention should define the rights, duties, powers, privi- 
leges, exemptions and immunities of Chinese consular officers in the 
Dutch possessions or colonies, in order to conclude said convention, have 
named as their plenipotentiaries, to wit: 

Her Majesty the Queen of the Netherlands: Frangois Beelaerts van 
Blakland, Esquire, Knight of the Orders of the Dutch Lion and of 
Orange-Nassau, invested with the third class of the first grade of the 
Order of the Double Dragon, her envoy and minister plenipotentiary to 
His Majesty the Emperor of China; 

His Majesty the Emperor of China: Lou Tseng Tsiang, invested with 
the first class of the second grade of the Order of the Double Dragon, 

1 Staatsblad, 1912, No. 280. 
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Grand Cross of the Order of Orange-Nassau, of the Order of Saint 
Stanislas, his envoy extraordinary and minister plenipotentiary to Her 
Majesty the Queen of the Netherlands, 

Who, after having communicated to each other their full powers, 
found in good and due form, have agreed upon the following articles: 

Article 1 

The consuls-general, consuls, vice-consuls and consular agents of 
China shall be admitted into the ports of the Dutch possessions beyond 
the sea or into the Dutch colonies where reside or may reside officers of 
the same class of any other foreign nation. 

Article 2 

The consuls-general, consuls, vice-consuls and consular agents of 
China shall be considered as commercial agents, protectors of the com- 
merce of their nationals within their consular jurisdiction. 

They shall reside in the ports of the Dutch possessions beyond the sea 
or in the Dutch colonies, save such exceptions as the present convention 
establishes in their favor. 

Article 3 

Before being admitted to the exercise of their functions and enjoying 
all their powers, privileges, exemptions and immunities therewith con- 
nected, the consuls-general, consuls, vice-consuls and consular agents 
must present to the Government of Her Majesty the Queen of the 
Netherlands, a commission, indicating their consular jurisdiction and 
their place of residence. 

The government of the possession or colony shall deliver to them, free 
of cost, the exequatur duly countersigned, necessary for the exercise 
of their functions; and upon having produced this document, the said 
consular officers of every grade shall be entitled to the protection of the 
government and to the assistance of the local authorities to insure to 
them the free exercise of their functions. 

The Government of the Queen reserves unto itself the right to with- 
draw the exequatur or to have it withdrawn by the governor of the pos- 
session or colony, stating the reasons for such action. 

In case of the death, incapacity or absence of the consuls-general, 
consuls, vice-consuls and consular agents, their consular students, 
their chancellors or secretaries, after their official character shall have 
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been notified to and approved by the competent authority, shall by full 
right be admitted to administer temporarily the affairs of the respective 
posts; during the entire period of this temporary incumbency, as far as 
their position as non-commercial foreigners may warrant, in conformity 
with Article 15, they shall enjoy all the rights, powers, privileges, ex- 
emptions and immunities accorded to the incumbents themselves. 

Article 4 

The consuls-general, consuls, vice-consuls and consular agents are 
authorized to display above the outer door of their residence an 
escutcheon with the arms of their government, bearing the inscription: 
Consulate-General, or Consulate, or Vice-Consulate or Consular Agency of 
China. 

It is well understood that these external marks may never be inter- 
preted as conferring any right of asylum upon the residence, nor as an 
indication that the residence and the dwellers therein may not be pro- 
ceeded against by the territorial courts of justice. 

Article 5 

It is understood that the archives and documents relating to consular 
affairs shall be protected against searches, and no authority and no 
magistrate may enter the archives nor seize documents nor gain pos- 
session of them in any manner and under any pretext whatever. 

Article 6 

The consuls-general, consuls, vice-consuls and consular agents are not 
invested with any diplomatic powers. 

No petition may be addressed to the Dutch Government except 
through the medium of the diplomatic agent accredited to The Hague. 

In case of urgency, the consuls-general, consuls, vice-consuls and con- 
sular agents may have direct recourse to the government of the colony 
or possession by proving the urgency and stating the reasons for which 
the petition might not be addressed to the subordinate authorities, or by 
proving that previous petitions addressed to these authorities had not 
been acted upon. 

Article 7 

The consuls-general and consuls may appoint consular agents in the 
ports mentioned under Article 1. 
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These consular agents may be Chinese or Dutch subjects, or nationals 
of any other country residing, or entitled by the terms of the local laws 
to reside, in the port where the consular officer is appointed. These 
consular agents, whose appointment shall be submitted to the approval 
of the governor of the possession or colony, shall be provided with a 
commission issued by the consul under whose authority they are to ex- 
ercise their functions. 

The governor of the possession or colony may at any time, by notify- 
ing to the consul-general or consul the reasons for such action, withdraw 
from the consular agents the approval above referred to. 

Article 8 

The passport issued or certified by the consular officers in no way 
exempts the bearer from the obligation to be provided with all documents 
required by the local laws or regulations for traveling or establishing 
himself in the possessions or colonies, and in no way diminishes the right 
of the government of the possession or colony to order the removal or to 
prohibit therein sojourn of any individual provided with a passport. 

Abticle 9 

All operations regarding the salvage of Chinese vessels wrecked on the 
coasts of the Dutch possessions or colonies shall be directed by the 
consuls-general, consuls, vice-consuls or consular agents of China. 

The intervention of the local authorities shall take place solely to 
maintain order, to protect the interests of the salvors if they are not 
part of the wrecked crews, and to insure the execution of the regulations 
made for the entry and exportation of property recovered. 

In the absence of and until the arrival of the consuls-general, consuls, 
vice-consuls or consular agents, the local authorities shall, moreover, take 
all necessary measures for the protection of individuals and property 
recovered. 

It is furthermore agreed that the property recovered shall be exempt 
from customs duties unless it is intended for consumption in the country 
where the wreck may have taken place. 

Article 10 

The consuls-general, consuls, vice-consuls or consular agents may re- 
quest the assistance of the local authorities for the arrest, detention and 
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imprisonment of deserters of Chinese war vessels or merchantmen. To 
this end they shall address to the competent authorities a written re- 
quest for the deserter, and if it is proven by the registers of the vessel, 
the enrollment list of the crew, or by any other authentic document, that 
the men claimed were part of the crew, the surrender of the deserters 
may not be refused them, unless the individual in question is a Dutch 
subject. 

The local authorities shall be obliged to exercise all their power to 
cause the arrest of the deserters; and after the arrest, the latter shall be 
placed at the disposal of said consular officers, and they may be detained 
upon the request and at the expense of those claiming them, to be after- 
ward returned on board the vessels to which they belong or sent on 
board another vessel of the same nation. But, if these deserters are not 
returned within four months, reckoned from the date of their arrest, 
they shall be set free and may never again be arrested for the same cause. 

It is understood, however, that the surrender of the deserter who has 
committed a crime, violation or infraction against the law, shall be with- 
held until the tribunal of the possessions, colonies or of the mother- 
country before which the case is to be tried shall have rendered its de- 
cision and the latter have been carried out. 

Article 11 

Whether of their own free will or under compulsion, Chinese vessels 
put into port, such damages as they may have suffered at sea shall be 
settled by the consuls-general, consuls, vice-consuls or consular agents of 
China, unless stipulations to the contrary were entered into between the 
ship-owners, shippers and underwriters. 

If, however, the consular officer is materially interested in the vessel 
or cargo, or is the agent thereof, or if Dutch subjects or subjects or citi- 
zens of a third nation are affected by the said averages, and the parties 
should be unable to reach an amicable settlement, then recourse may 
by right be had to the competent local authority. 

Article 12 

Upon the death, in the Dutch possessions or colonies,, of a Chinese sub- 
ject without heirs or testamentary executors, the Dutch authorities 
charged by the laws or decrees of the possession or colony with the ad- 
ministration of the estate shall immediately notify the Chinese consular 
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officers of the fact in order that the necessary information may be trans- 
mitted to those interested; on the other hand, the Chinese consular 
officers shall, in case they are the first to learn of the fact, give notice 
thereof to the said authorities. 

The competent local authority shall complete said notification by 
delivering, in due form and without cost, a copy of the death certificate. 

Article 13 

The consuls-general, consuls, vice-consuls and consular agents shall 
have the right, in their offices, in their private residence, in the residence 
of the interested subjects of their country or on board vessels of their 
nation, to receive the declarations of the captains and crews of vessels 
of their country, of the passengers on board, and of any other subject of 
their country. 

Article 14 

The consuls-general, consuls, vice-consuls or consular agents of China 
shall have exclusive charge of the internal order of all merchantmen of 
their nation. 

They alone shall have jurisdiction over all controversies which may 
have arisen at sea or may arise in port between the captain, the officers 
and men of the crew, including controversies regarding the adjustment 
of wages and the execution of contracts. 

The tribunals or other authorities of the possession or colony may not 
for any reason whatever interfere in these controversies unless they should 
be of such a nature as to disturb the peace and public order on shore 
or in the port, unless persons not of the crew take part therein, or unless 
the consuls-general, consuls, vice-consuls and consular agents request 
the assistance of the said authorities to carry out their decisions or to 
uphold the authority of the latter. 

Article 15 

Whereas, in China the same favors are to be reciprocally accorded 
to the consuls-general, consuls, vice-consuls and consular agents of the 
Netherlands, therefore the consuls-general, consuls, vice-consuls and 
consular agents of China, not engaged in trade nor any function or pro- 
fession other than their consular functions, shall be exempt from all 
military service, requisitions or billeting, from pecuniary taxes in the 
place of military service and from any personal tax, as well as from gen- 
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eral or municipal taxes of a personal nature, unless they are Dutch sub- 
jects. This exemption can never be extended so as to include customs or 
other indirect or direct taxes. 

The consuls-general, consuls, vice-consuls and consular agents who are 
not Dutch subjects, even if they do not come under the stipulations of 
the first paragraph of this article, are exempt from all military services, 
military requisitions and all pecuniary taxes in the place of military 
service, inasmuch as in China the same privilege is granted to the 
consuls-general, consuls, vice-consuls and consular agents of the Nether- 
lands. 

The consuls-general, consuls, vice-consuls and consular agents who are 
subjects of the Netherlands, but who may exercise consular functions 
conferred by the Chinese Government, are obliged to pay all taxes or 
contributions of whatever nature they might be. 

Article 16 

The consuls-general, consuls, vice-consuls and consular agents, as 
well as consular students, chancellors and secretaries of China shall en- 
joy all powers, privileges, exemptions and immunities in the possessions 
or colonies of the Netherlands which are or may be granted in future to 
the officers of similar rank of the most favored nation. 

Article 17 

The present convention is entered into for a period of five years and 
shall go in force four months from the date of the exchange of ratifica- 
tions, which exchange shall take place at The Hague within four months 
after the signing of the convention, or sooner if possible. 

Unless one of the two high contracting parties notifies the other at 
least one year before the expiration of this period, of its intention to 
abrogate the convention, the latter shall remain in force for one year 
from the date of its denunciation by one of the high contracting parties. 

In testimony whereof the respective plenipotentiaries have signed 
the present convention and affixed their seals thereto. 

Done at Peking, the eighth day of the month of May, one thousand 
nine hundred and eleven, corresponding to the tenth day of the fourth 
moon of the third Chouen-Tong year. 

(L. S.) Beelaerts van Blakland. 
(L. S.) Lou Tseng Tsiang. 



